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Latest Developments

EPA Should Vary Monitoring Frequency For Unregulated Contaminants, GAO Says
Posted February 10, 2014, 4:04 P.M. ET

Varying monitoring frequency for some unregulated contaminants will help ensure that the data collected under the Unregulated
Contaminant Monitoring Rule will accurately reflect the occurrence of contaminants, the Government Accountability Office
says.

In its report, “Drinking Water: EPA Has Improved Its Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Program, but Additional Action Is
Needed,” released Feb. 10, the GAO said monitoring frequency should be varied for suspected unregulated contaminants when it
is not expected to accurately detect contaminants,

An example of when the rule is not expected to accurately detect contaminants would occur when water systems monitor for
sporadically occurring viruses or pesticides that fluctuate seasonally, GAO said.

Unregulated contaminants are pollutants known or suspected of being in drinking water for which EPA has not established a
health-based standard. Monitoring for these contaminants helps EPA decide whether there should be a standard.

EPA now requires water systems to monitor for 30 contaminants, the maximum level allowed under the Safe Drinking Water
Act.

Lawsuit Charges ‘Collective Dereliction' by West Virginia Agencies in Elk River Spill

Posted February 10, 2014, 3:57 P.M. ET

West Virginia agencies responsible for safeguarding public health committed “collective dereliction” of duty by failing to
prevent the Elk River chemical spill, according to a lawsuit filed on behalf of affected citizens ( Covenant House v. Huffman,
W.Va,, No. 14-0112, lawsuit filed 1/07/14 ).

An emergency petition filed Feb. 7 with the West Virginia Supreme Court charges the West Virginia Department of
Environmental Protection and the state Department of Health and Human Resources with failing to perform their mandatory duty

to protect citizens from exposure to hazardous materials.

The original action, filed by Mountain State Justice and Appalachian Mountain Advocates on behalf of two nonprofits, comes in
response to the Jan. 9 spill of 4-methylcyclohexane methanol (MCHM) into the Elk River, which prompted a week-long “do not
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